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Abstract

Any time social energies come together, full of hope, to constitute a political party
promising to do what the current political parties have failed, we can expect people to be
disillusioned; their resentments touch the fibre of democratic life. The illusion that a new
party can solve the social problem and may “truly” represent the population is a future
disillusion adding to the lack of trust in politics and politicians. To illustrate it, | chose a
specific context in Romania and case studies featuring attempts to form political parties. At
the same time, the international context plays a significant role, and it explains the most
relevant trends of theoretical debates concerning the inception of a new, modern, and
efficient political party. | noticed this phenomenon as it unfolded, and | saved over 150
articles and media coverages, including the extended commentaries for the period assessed.
The personal observations and media appearances of the opinion leaders/trendsetters are the
dominant sources of this analysis.

Keywords: illusion, political party, Snow White, disillusion, counter-democracy

The risk-takers

A precarious political culture may explain (partially) why, time and time again, hope
in a salvation myth reignites (Girardet, 1997). The emergence of a new political party
represents a solution to dissatisfaction related to the performances of political parties. The
context may be more favourable sometimes — as many public persons thought in 2010 and
2011 — or lacking this perspective other times. However, regardless of their ability to read the
signs, political risk-takers are constantly in the “fever” of “starting over”. One can understand
all the attempts to create new political parties as a solution to the structural or even current
issues only following a reflection over time concerning this phenomenon contributing
(through its perverse effects) to the discredit of political rhetoric and democratic erosion.
Illusion (self-delusion) produces disillusion and disappointment, in their turn the social
ferment for counter-democracy (Rosanvallon, 2010).

A new political party may be an event with echoes in public life, or it may never be
more than an event like many others. Regardless of the situation, the effect is the same, which
becomes apparent upon assessing the cases cumulated over a long period. | do not wish to
appraise here the causes of such endeavours, which have become a phenomenon overall.
They cover a wide array: real social disappointment; psychosocial need to build “a new
beginning”’; misunderstood political moralism; lack of historical culture regarding politics
and particularly political practices may represent political calculations relying on various
grounds, and the list can go on. My purpose here is to study the medium-term effects of the
efforts made to consolidate a new political party. The assumption is that the major outcome
of a new political party is disillusion concerning a potential higher political performance. The
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modus operandi is relatively simple. The starting point is the degree of mistrust in current
politicians. The first step is an illusion or a hope for a party with “a different” type of politics.
However, after acknowledging the financial, organisational, and logistical challenges of
creating a political party (in fact, any organisation), we go back to square one. People lose
their trust in politicians and political parties again — to which we add the negative effects of
disillusion. This disillusioning illusion contributes to the erosion of trust in democracy.

The constitution of political parties is a constant of political life in post-1990
Romania, while their multitude has also led to the decreased value of such endeavours. At the
same time, some of the names make any similar enterprise ridiculous (Partidul Reintregirii —
Optiunea Daco-latind (The Reunification Party — The Daco-Roman Option), partidul
Renasterii Judetelor Abuziv Desfiintate (The Party of the Rebirth of Abusively-Dissolved
Counties), Partidul National al Automobilistilor (The National Party of Motorists), Partidul
Eroilor Céazuti pentru Libertatea Eroilor Ramasi in Viatd Afectati de Gloantele Barbare (The
Party of the Heroes Fallen for the Freedom of Heroes Alive but Affected by the Barbaric
Bullets), Miscarea pentru Noul Mehedinti (The Movement for the New Mehedinti)) and more
(Preda, 2015).

In the broader context characterised by the significant financial struggles after 20009,
the general tendencies of blaming the political class have increased suddenly, not only in
Romania. Several countries have recorded the emergence of political parties or movements
stirring the people’s attention, curiosity, and even votes. In 2009, the Five Stars Movement
(Movimento 5 Stelle) emerged in Italy (an anti-establishment political formation with
significant political results at the 2013 and 2018 elections). A simple search on google
scholar using the name of this organisation results in over two million scientific papers and
books on the topic, which indicates the attention given to this movement. In Spain, Podemos
was created in 2014 (its ideological roots are in the 2011 manifestations). In Greece, Syriza
officially became a political party in 2012. Authors have generally characterised the three
political phenomena from the perspective of populist similarities (Segatti & Capuzzi, 2016).

The topic of discrediting the political parties is contemporary with all electoral
periods, and it is featured constantly in sociological research. Politicians, in their turn, claim
the population’s lack of trust in the political class (considering, firstly, the alignment to the
general opinion), but they also refer to their opponents. The examples are numerous; |
extracted one from the presidential campaign unfolded a decade earlier than the moment that
I will develop here. Hence, in the speech addressed to the nation in 2000, the former
Romanian president (who eventually won the elections that year) began his speech with “we
all notice how the state authority collapsed under the ignorant eyes of an irresponsible
government” (Haines, 2002, p. 142).

In the electoral precampaign in the fall of 2009, the Romanian president Traian
Basescu stated several times that Romanians did not have to worry about the financial
earthquake shaking the American markets because our country would not suffer. After
winning the elections for the second term as the country’s president, Traian Basescu had to
accept the reality of the financial crisis overwhelming all of Europe. One of the solutions
chosen to get the economy back on its feet is one of the most severe austerity measures in the
entire European Union: 25% salary cuts for all state employees and pensioners. The
announcement was made in May 2010 by the president himself. Subsequently, The
Constitutional Court decided that the pension cut was unconstitutional, but the public
accusation against the governing party (PDL) remained constant. The political costs were
significant due to the social dissatisfactions, and a new political party (Partidul Poporului
(The People’s Party) — Dan Diaconescu PP-DD) entered the scene and became visible in the
surveys, hoping to get enough votes for the Parliament.
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Snow White as the Saviour’s myth

It is the context in which the presidential advisor Sebastian Lazaroiu (within the
Planning and Political Analysis Department of the Presidential Administration), based on
various surveys, published on August 30, 2010, an ambiguous and semi-cryptical article
setting out predictions for the future (local and parliamentary) elections of 2012 (Lazaroiu,
2010). Sebastian Lazaroiu does not use names of existing parties in the text, but characters of
fairy tales and animated films, and readers try their best to interpret them. As an underlying
cause of his interpretation, Sebastian Lazaroiu starts from the statement that “the trust in the
old parties and leaders has collapsed” (Lazaroiu, 2010). This explanation makes room for the
speculation that the emergence of a new party (uncompromised in the public’s eyes) is
imminent and that it may even end up dominating the political scene.

“A class of effects refers to the probable distribution in 2012. It seems to be the
following:
The Little Red Riding Hood 26%
The Little Match Girl 25%
The Little Match Girl 23%
The Goat and the Three Kids 15%
Or it may look like this:
Snow White 35%
The Little Red Riding Hood 26%
The Little Match Girl 12%
The Little Match Girl 12%
The Goat and the Three Kids 8% (Lazaroiu, 2010).

The Little Red Riding Hood, The Little Match Girl, Santa Claus, and The Goat and
the Three Kids are PDL, PSD, PNL, and PP-DD. I will not be speculating further on this
topic. It is apparent that the figures and text of Sebastian Lazaroiu may be easily interpreted
in various ways. It contributed to its tremendous success, stirring the imagination of different
activists, and it led to hundreds of articles penned by influencers and trendsetting journalists,
and thousands or tens of thousands of comments on the Internet.

Illusion in crescendo

Alina Mungiu-Pippidi wrote an article where she wondered who the rising stars of
2011 would be. “Clearly, the political parties organised as pirate gangs are not capable of
providing the leaders we need. ( ...) With political leaders and many opinion leaders
compromised by parochialism, what are our alternatives?” (Mungiu-Pippidi, 2011). The
article followed another work written by the author in November 2010, where she quipped:
“Political Romania seems hopeless. But civic Romania is different” (Mungiu-Pippidi, 2010).
On the other hand, Vlad Mixich’s intervention starts from the alliance between PNL and PC
(part, in its turn, of the broader USL alliance). “Whereas there are (high) expectations, the
purpose of conversations about a new political movement is bound to be sterile. The birth of
such a creature requires three ingredients: money, a leader capable of communicating and
understanding the people, and a network of fresh and competent leaders to collaborate for a
common purpose.” (Mixich, 2011) The topic was also included in the newspaper “Romaéania
Liberd” through an interview with one of the best-known businessmen in Romania who
owned the media trust Adevarul Holding and was a member of PNL. In the interview signed
by Sabina Fati, Patriciu avoids criticising the alliance between PNL and PC, which he is not a
fan of; at the same time, he states that Romanian parties need a new exchange of generations;
hence, he would bet on and support a new party (Fati, 2011).
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If these articles are mere teasing tactics concerning the emergence of a new party that
would dominate the political scene and restore the population’s trust in the administrative and
governing act, at least chronologically, Dan Téapalaga has a straightforward approach. In an
op-ed published on Hotnews.ro, he states: “The idea of founding a new party has reached the
critical mass point. Practically, everyone is talking or doing something about it, in a covert or
obvious manner” (Tapalaga, 2011).

However, all these renowned characters with far-reaching audiences discuss the
emergence of a particular type of party. They are looking for the background, the common
denominator of the fever for a future Snow White, not any political party. Furthermore, the
context is marked, as | mentioned above, by the emergence of PP-DD, by attempts made by
various eccentric characters to become leaders of insignificant parties (e.g., George Becali,
who led the New Generation Party and was also an MEP, or Cozmin Gusa, back then the
president of the National Initiative Party). The relevant aspect in this debate and initiative is
the saviour’s myth: a new political party with European values and members rejecting
corruption and clientelism, promoting meritocracy. Such a party would be embraced and
applauded by most people who adhere to such values and would vote for it (currently lacking
the alternative). “The active and honest generation needs new representatives to replace the
current corrupt system of power” (Tapalagd, 2011). These authors’ belief starts from the
recurrent emotional response, entailing that the political class is a failure, that it no longer
represents the society, that the trust in political parties has collapsed, that there is plenty of
room for a new party to grow on the political market. It would be enough to find a new leader
who communicates well, get funds, and then apply a recipe. The general recipe relies on the
following: “the new leadership model should have a bottom-to-top approach and reunite
various communities and real skills naturally”. The target-pubic is the “generation of people
aged 10 to 20 in 1989, not affected profoundly by communism, in full professional
development. It is perhaps their time to shine, their moment to become vocal. It may be the
time of energetic idealists, not bitter resigned people. Those with legitimate CVs and careers
may say it is their turn. They claim the power and refuse to be pushed to the periphery of the
system for good. All they lack is a vehicle and a leader. It is no longer possible to trick the
exasperated generation with false role models, mediocrities, and artificially-grown pseudo-
leaders” (Téapalaga, 2011a).

Hence, it is easy to summarise the theory outlined in this period. A (new) generation
of risktakers, of people disappointed by politicians, but mature enough to construct a
movement, a political project, a party to correct the scene dominated by compromised
characters. Risktakers must be involved in the public life, active and focusing on the public
wellbeing, not follow top-to-bottom orders, but generate via a common effort a bottom-to-top
organisation. Hence, its own leaders can train and act when the movement gets a shape and
becomes consistent. Once launched and well on the political scene, this movement, this party
(Snow White) will become dominant, overshadowing naturally the old political parties
(compromised and exhausted). Facing such a hurricane forcing a reset of the political class,
the old parties will have to reform or disappear. The population’s disappointment, the
politicians’ discreditation are real, and the trust in the current leaders has vanished. But this
situation, whereas disastrous, is also an occasion to rebuild the Romanian politics on correct
grounds, to choose people worthy of the popular votes.

Hence, it is easy to summarise the theory outlined in this period. A (new) generation
of risk-takers, people disappointed by politicians but mature enough to construct a movement,
a political project, a party to correct the scene dominated by compromised characters. Risk-
takers must be active, involved in public life, and focus on community welfare. They should
not follow top-to-bottom orders but generate a bottom-to-top organisation through a joint
effort. Hence, its leaders can train and act when the movement gets a shape and becomes
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consistent. Once launched and established on the political scene, this movement or party
(Snow White) will become dominant, overshadowing the old political parties (compromised
and exhausted) naturally. Given such a hurricane forcing a reset of the political class, the old
parties will have to reform or disappear. The population’s disappointment and the politicians’
discredit are real, and the trust in current leaders has vanished. But this situation, whereas
disastrous, is also an occasion to rebuild Romanian politics on correct grounds, to choose
people worthy of the popular votes.

At that point, in the first half of February 2011, expectations had already been
outlined. The theory was already formulated, and the context seemed favourable for a new
(and clean) political party. There was a market for it in the sense that sociological estimates
predicted the existence of a critical mass (people unrepresented by the current parties). All
that lacked was the recipe, the packaging and instructions of use, the members and leaders,
doctrine and ideology, the money, and initiators. Though such aspects are structural to any
political party, their absence was not a dealbreaker. Risk-takers existed, despite realists who,
as | will show, warned about the relevant idealistic underlayer of the burgeoning Snow-White
myth.

Cristian Ghinea (a political analyst, civic activist, and constant collaborator of the
journal “Dilema veche”) became a decade later member of USR and a Minister during the
government coalition with PNL. He was the first to propose, in 2011, a recipe for a new
party, with various organisational ideas for different aspects. “Several points are essential: the
structure of the members, the selection of the representatives, the money, transparency,
honesty rules” (Ghinea, 2011a). The party should comprise at least several thousand members
paying a membership fee; direct internal elections for all positions should be organised.
Members should know what happens to their money: hence, the financial transparency
ensured by public reports on the party’s website, published every six months. The new party
should be “aspirational — people should feel they are paying for something worthy” (Ghinea,
2011a), which can be ensured through an Ethics committee elected b members directly, not
depending on any leader. The status of the new party should exclude “electoral charity” and
organise the contests for positions flawlessly, with public CVs and even voting systems
through the Internet in the case of several qualified candidates. “Furthermore, this party
should organise and activate on the Internet, with networks and communication forums. It
should have reliable rules, a system of motivations and sanctions encouraging honesty and
public service” (Ghinea, 2011a). Cristian Ghinea republished the article on the Contributors
platform and stirred a debate for ideas not about what the new party would do but about how
it should be, given that classic parties rely on faulty grounds, while the new construction
requires a different set of rules (Ghinea, 2011b).

Reactions emerge not only in the comment sections to these articles (one comment on
Cristian Ghinea’s articles belonged to none other than Mihail Neamtu, who plays a
significant role important a year later when he leads a party claiming to be “Snow White”).
There are also public reactions: some sceptical other enthusiastic, or critical, dominating the
public agenda for a while. Dragos Paul Aligicd has an ironic response to the endeavour and
uses quotes about the psychology of the Romanian people, belonging to Constantin
Radulescu Motru: “It takes time for Romanians to initiate anything, but it takes a second to
drop it” (Radulescu Motru cited by Aligicd, 2011). It is the main idea of Aligica’s argument
and a reproach; in his opinion, instead of supporting a party enforcing reforms “to the best of
its knowledge”, many simply abandon it.

Alin Fumurescu point out the debates on the emergence of a new party, the intensity
of discussions, the rich ideas vehiculated in articles and on the forums of webpages; he
provides a perspective on the divergent options presented by Cristian Ghinea and Dragos
Paul Aligica: the first is an idealist, while the second embraces pragmatic experience.
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Fumurescu writes that “pragmatism is good in theory, but the practice has killed it with
mathematical accuracy across history” (Fumurescu, 2011).

Vasile Ernu made a solid and well-argued analysis, where he called the generation
dubbed by Cristian Ghinea unrepresented by political parties “the zero generation, the
generation that became active and started facing life in the 2000s, the Zero (00) years of this
century” (Ernu, 2011). Ernu salutes the debate but criticises the “managerial” approach to a
political party, as proposed by Cristian Ghinea, lacking any ideology. The zero generation
must assume politics ideologically and give up on the technocratic “phantasma” and on the
idea of a “managerial party that fails to represent anyone else except the paying members; a
party that lacks ideology and relies solely on technical instructions is neither serious nor
solid. (...) Parties should not be led by employed managers, but by politicians winning after a
long and arduous process of political fights and negotiations” (Ernu, 2011).

Mihnea Maruta, another relevant journalist, intervenes and provides an organisational
model. Maruta believes that the new party should be organised virtually on the Internet. “If it
emerges, the Virtual Party will not follow a direction but rely on the lack of direction. Not on
leaders but the need for leaders. Without money, rents to pay and palpable propaganda items.
Only ideas, association, and inventiveness. Its form of organisation: the group of friends, like
on Facebook. The expansion and voting methods: adding to the network and likes” (Maruta,
2011). The central idea would be to avoid the expense entailed by classic party headquarters
and organise strictly via the Internet, with a network-like structure, following the model of
social networks. It would eliminate rent and utility fees (allowing members to attend debates
or brainstormings and apply for various positions).

The international context must have played a determining part in the virtual network-
based organisation (a virtual party). The ongoing Arab spring represented, among others, a
moment of optimism concerning the democratising role of social networks. At least at that
point, Facebook and Twitter seemed the best solution for people in restrictive regimes to get
their information, organise, and protest successfully. Over 400 thousand scientific articles are
automatically listed on Google Scholar searching "Arab Spring™ and "social networks". In the
second part of February 2011, the crowds of dissatisfied people who did not give up and
intensified their pressure had managed to remove Ben Ali, the Tunisian leader, from power.
The former Egyptian leader Hosni Mubarak had announced his resignation following massive
protests maintained by information circulating on the Internet and social networks. At the
same time, protests also began in Libya, Yemen, and Syria. Hence, when contextualised, the
idea of organising the new party following the rules tested by Internet users no longer seems
exaggerated, original, or fanciful. It seemed the best solution given the spirit of the moment.

The reactions, comments, interventions multiplied exponentially. Ciprian Ciucu was a
voice of the civil society, a political commentator of the “Observator cultural” newspaper and
a colleague of Cristian Ghinea at the Romanian Centre of European Policies. In his
intervention, he highlighted the relevance of competence and integrity for leaders. “Stop
underestimating the technocrats; we can find leaders among them, too. Better ones.” (Ciucu,
2011) On the other hand, sharing the same ideological orientation as Vasile Ernu, Ciprian
Siulea analysed in detail the debates on the emergence of a new political party, but the
underlying idea is that “the project proposed by Cristian Ghinea is naive and anachronic
because it is part of the discourses that brought to power and supported alliances like CDR
and DA, but which have expired for a while now” (Siulea, 2011). In the series of sceptical
reactions, Stefan Vlaston exposes several minimal phases necessary to initiate and organise a
new party, addressing an invitation to meet face-to-face. “To those who actually wish to
make an effort in this respect, | propose a meeting next Wednesday, March 2, at a location to
be disclosed subsequently” (Vlaston, 2011).
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Besides the consistent analysis (some enthusiastic, other sceptical), the comment
sections of the web pages became full of comments and ardent discussions. Many of them
expressed hope that a new party would rely on honesty as its core value. The debate was
much more comprehensive than | can detail here. Cristian Ghinea drew a series of
conclusions, where he replied to most comments and the main sceptics mentioned above.
What did this topic manage to obtain? “I think I succeeded in providing an organisation
model. | think that the future political parties starting from this area will be hard to justify
without such rules of participation and transparency (...) with whom and with what
policies? Monica Macovei came as a proposition from several people spontaneously, without
being asked. I agree. Monica Macovei is the natural leader of such a party” (Ghinea, 2011c). |
believe people were already oversaturated by the illusion of a new party, tailored differently
from traditional parties, a new party that would represent a new generation — Snow White.
Cristian Ghinea proposed two things in the last article cited above: to keep the conversation
going (“we are currently brainstorming’) and to “keep on persuading Monica Macovei”.

False hope | — one person

At this point, we know what happened with Monica Macovei, but back then, she was
still the epitome of hope (as is the case with so many politicians at the beginning of their
road!). | am cautious concerning any retrospective bias in this respect; my purpose here is not
to state what should have been apparent from 2011 (the political path of Mrs Macovei) but
highlight a pattern of illusions that a saviour leader or a clean and new party would bring
what we desire from a political class: integrity, honesty, focus on the public interests.

Monica Macovei was the Minister of Justice from 2004 to 2007 — right before
Romanian joined the European Union. She became known as justiciary and a fighter against
corruption even before becoming a Minister, as a fighter of APADOR-CH. She was not a
member of any party, but at that point, she was known as an honest technocrat. Subsequently,
she joined PDL and served as an MEP twice (at the 2009 and 2014 elections). She failed to
become the PDL president in 2013 (the intensity of the debate about a new Snow-White party
had already dominated 2011 and 2012).

Monica Macovei also participated in the 2014 presidential elections as an independent
candidate (Cristian Ghinea himself filmed clips promoting and supporting her). Macovei
obtained 4.44% of the votes cast in the presidential elections. Subsequently, in 2015, she
founded the M10 Party (M times 10). A year later (after obtaining only 30,000 votes for M10
at the local elections), Monica Macovei decided to be a simple member, not the party leader.
From Snow White and a potential moral leader of the new party, Monica Macovei became
politically insignificant, even absent. Not even her most ardent and optimistic supports could
have predicted such a decline — an effect of the illusion, today disillusion.

In August 2019, the M10 Party merged with the Moldavian Force to form the Right
Alternative Party.

The lessons of recent history - URR

The Union for the Reconstruction of Romania was a political party (active in 2000-
2005). “We started up with ten people bound by the discrepancy between what we wanted
from the political class and what it delivered in ten years from the Revolution” (Ghinea &
Marutd, 2011). The main political actors or the initiative group of URR comprised people
from the business world, with positions such as CEO, marketing director, manager. Their
communication followed the typical patterns of commercial publicity. The electoral slogans
were relevant: “500,000 young people have already left. Are we going to leave, too, or do
something?”, “Bancorex, SAFI, FNI, PSD, PRM ... haven’t you had enough? Do something
for yourself!”. After four years of marketing and political efforts, URR became the third
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wheel, as everyone focused on the battle between PSD and its allies on the one hand and the
DA on the other. For instance, Ovidiu Tudorici, the URR candidate for president, obtained
0.36% of the votes cast in; URR as a party obtained a similar score in 2004, below 1 (little
over 37,000 votes), which was a great disappointment; it failed to be part of the Parliament.

The webpage wwwe.urr.ro is still visible, and it features the most famous supporters of
the party: Gabriel Liiceanu, Andrei Plesu, Horia-Roman Patapievici, and Victor Rebengiuc.
Due to the election results, members became disillusioned, and URR disappeared in the
spring of 2005 when it merged with PNTCD to form the Christian Democratic People’s
Party. The latter also became irrelevant over time.

False hope Il — parties and leaders

The New Republic. The Civic Force. The Popular Movement. All three coveted the
vacant pace on the political market as PDL faded and surveys predicted it would fail to
become part of the Parliament. All three used the same recipe: initially, they activated as an
NGO, then became a political party (Dacian Ciolos used the same strategy before founding
PLUS+). The turmoil surrounding Snow White, the hope that PDL would rise from its ashes
and even the illusion that a new party would overcome the weaknesses displayed by PDL and
save the justice reforms threatened, in their opinion, by the imminent rise to power of PSD
again. All eyes were on the 2012 elections: hopes intertwined with the illusion that Snow
White would be more than a promise.

In June 2012, the New Republic emerged; by all appearances, the interviews featuring
the new leader, Mihail Neamtu, showed that he took a page from the book of Snow White
“written” by Sebastian Lazdroiu. According to the official website, The New Republic
described itself as “a democratic platform reuniting in a coherent and visible action all the
classic-liberal, conservative and Christian-democratic sensitivities, addressing right-wing
citizens disappointed by the current political structures in Romania”.

The outcome of all the efforts made by those who hoped that The New Republic
would become a relevant actor on the political scene was insignificant. Mihail Neamtu
attempted to get The New Republic Party on the same lists in 2012 as the Right Romania
Alliance (i.e., PDL, The Civic Force, PNTCD). However, he failed because The New
Republic was not a political party de jure registered at a Court. In a manner best described as
bizarre, Mihail Neamtu ran personally on the lists of ARD (Right Romania Alliance, on the
seats negotiated with PNTCD). He ran for a position of deputy in a circumscription of the
Arad County but failed to reach the Parliament. In 2015, he decided to stop this incursion,
and he announced on his Facebook account his resignation as president. “There are moments
in life when the hierarchy of our priorities resets” — thus began Mihail Neamtu his resignation
letter. Snow White, though never more than a mirage, was no longer among the interests of
the former leader. The illusion turned into a disillusion that became full-on political party
switching: in 2017, Mihail Neamtu joined PNL; in 2019, he switched to PMP.

In the same timeframe, Mihai Razvan Ungureanu was another leader claiming to
coagulate a relevant political force. He was the Romanian Prime Minister for a short time
(from February 2012 to April 2012), and he was demoted through a no-confidence motion
(the next Prime Minister was Victor Ponta). After leading the government, Ungureanu made
efforts to found a political movement. Initiativa Civica de Centru-Dreapta (The Centre-Right
Civic Initiative) was the associative vehicle whose official purpose was to be an alternative
project to the political class, capable of restoring trust and hope among Romanians. “This
platform of the citizens was born as a response of people who no longer allow deception and
disappointment to lead to demobilisation and anomy, with nefarious consequences on the
Romanian society” (M, 2012).
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The Centre-Right Civic Initiative, along with Mihai Razvan Ungureanu, had Monica
Macovei, loan Stanomir, and Cristian Preda as founding members. The legislation regarding
the creation of the political parties was highly restrictive back then, so they preferred another
solution. In 2004, Viorel Lis (a former Bucharest mayor) created The Christian Party. In
2008, the party changed its name to The Civic Force, and Lis was no longer the president. In
2012, Mihai Razvan Ungureanu and his colleagues of the Civic Initiative enrolled in this
party and acquired the majority, and in September 2012, the former Prime Minister became
the president (by vote). At the elections of that autumn, The Civic Force ran in alliance with
PDL and PNTCD, obtaining four seats in the Parliament. In 2013, they decided the reprise
the D.A. Alliance along with PNTCD, while in 2014, The Civic merged through absorption
with PDL (subsequently, PDL joined PNL). They forgot all about the reform, the
representation of the unrepresented, a different kind of politics. All the people who had
illusions about it experienced the same feeling: disillusion.

I will not discuss The People’s Movement further because it is a relatively well-
known party, still active (though, in the 2020 elections, it no longer managed to get a
Parliament seat). However, | am mainly interested in the beginnings, the efforts made to
persuade the public that they would represent the future of Romanian politics. The birth
certificates of the People’s Movement were signed in April 2011 (Petrovici, 2011) when the
discussions about a new strong party (Snow White) that would put Romanian politics back on
its feet were dominant. “The name Snow White announced a year ago by Sebastian Lazdroiu
may have been the code name of The People’s Movement. The project stood a chance only
outside PDL. The key to success was spontaneous coagulation of persons, groups,
organisations. Keywords: novelty and credibility” (Tapalaga, 2011b). To everyone who
noticed that the eldest daughter of the president Traian Basescu registered the brand “The
People’s Movement” at OSIM, its purpose was rather clear — there was no Snow White, no
new party with new principles or relying on a bottom-to-top system.

Conclusion

Snow White was a domestic metaphor that took the form of a saviour’s myth.
However, it is not apparent at first glance that it is also the expression of a vicious circle of
illusion, delusion, and disillusion (an extremely damaging process for democracy).
Furthermore, an insufficiently developed political culture can easily fall into the trap of self-
delusion because, ultimately, there is nothing wrong with hoping and expecting things to get
better and someone to come and fix things for most fellow citizens, if not all. However,
politics has its own ironclad laws, driven by the structure of human nature, by the inevitable
inertia of human societies. Hence, once the trap of hope and saviour’s illusion is set, next is
disillusion and lack of trust in anything a democracy has to offer. The outcome is an
unexpected but fair conclusion: distrust in politicians and parties is also a creation of those
who have too much hope that they can start fresh and reset the entire political life.
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